SNOBOL 4 I nformation Bulletin

I mplementation News

Wendell Turner has completed a SIL implementation of SNOBOL 4 for the VAX 11/180 running under
VM S2.3. Personsinterestedingetting copiesof thisimplementationshoul dcontact himdirectly:

Wendell Turner

TRW/DSSG

Mail Stop R2/1089

One Space Park

Redondo Beach, California 90278

(213)-536-1071

A number of other SIL implementationsareunderway, including onesfor the DG MV 8000, thel ntel 8086,
andtheSEL 32-bitmachines.

Westill get quiteafew requestsfor SIL source material andthe SIL implementation for thel BM 360/370.
Both areavailablefrom usfree of charge; S4AN25 acontai nsordering information — seethe Document Request
Formattheendof thisBulletin.

ViktorsBerstisrecently discovered anerror inthe SIL sourcethat prevents argumentsfrom being passed
properly toexternal functions. A correctionisgivenin S4N24b (seetheDocument Request Format theend of this
Bulletin).

Thereisdevelopment effort underway on Version 3.0 of SPITBOL 360 and on SPITBOL 370. Whenwe
haveany morenewsonthesei mplementations, wewill issueanother Bulletin.

Thereisarumor of anew implementation of SNOBOL 4 for theVVAX 11/780that will includefeaturesto
interfacetheV M Senvironment.

SNOBOLA4LibraryTape

DaveCouchhasbeen devel oping atapeof useful SNOBOL 4 material. At present, it consistsmainly of the
programsfrom Jim Gimpel’ sbook Algorithmsin SNOBOL4 and external functionstointerface SPITBOL 360to
theoperating system. Dave expectsto rel ease thistapein acouple of months. Heisopen to suggestionson other
material toinclude. If youareinterested, contact him:

David deS. Couch

Hewlett Packard Corporation
P.O. Box 301

Loveland, Colorado 80537

(303)-667-5000, ext. 2913

Applications

Daniel Ferrer at WesternMichigan University hasdevelopedalibrary of SNOBOL 4 programsfor search-
ing library catalog data. Heisusing FASBOL extensively inthiswork. Personsinterested in such applications
shouldcontact himdirectly:
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Daniel Ferrer
949 Boswell Lane
Kalamazoo, Michican 49007

(616)-375-1681

Clones

Onefad about isthe devel opment of the shortest possi bl e self-reproducing programsin various program-
ming languages— programsthat write out themsel veswhen run. For SNOBOL 4, the shortest known such pro-
gramis

S="PUNCH =" S =0" S "0"; PUNCH = REPLACE(S, +"","0"); END
PUNCH = " S ""S """, PUNCH = REPLACE(S,+"","'"); END
Cananyonesuggestashorter solution?
ViktorsBerstishasofferedthefollowingalternativeapproach:
PUNCH = REW ND(5) | NPUT; END

Thisiscertainly shorter, but ismore of a‘ self-copying’ program than a self-reproducing one, and relieson its
operating environment to perform the operation. It a so dependson the capability to rewind theinput file— not
possibleinsomeenvironments.

SNOBOL 4Project Documents

Theresponsetotheoffer of SNOBOL 4 Project Documentsin S4B 24 wasconsiderably greater thanwehad
anticipated. Unfortunately, many personswere disappointed, since our stock of most documentswasexhausted
quickly.

Thereare, nonethel ess, anumber of SNOBOL 4 Project Documentsthat arestill inprint, including updates
and revisions of someearly documentsthat still contain useful information. S4D43d, whichlistsall SNOBOL 4
Project Documents, now indicateswhich documentsarestill inprint (asof August, 1981). If youareinterestedin
any of thesedocuments, get S4D43dfirst (seetheDocument Request Format theend of thisBulletin).

RalphE.Griswold
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Document Request Form

Pleasesendthedocumentschecked bel owto:

O $4b43d Bibliography of Numbered SNOBOL 4 Documents
O $4AN24b CorrectionstoVersions3.10and3.110f theSIL Implementationof SNOBOL 4
O $SAN25a Distributionof theSIL (Macro) Implementationof SNOBOL4

Returnthisformto:

Ralph E. Griswold

Department of Computer Science
The University of Arizona
Tucson, Arizona 85721

USA
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